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Set in 1913, two grieving farmer brothers 
find a bag full of money in a car crash 
gone wrong on the Sussex downs.  



…’IN rural Sussex, farmers Jacob and Joseph Pink, grieving from the recent death of their 
father, discover the remains of several men inside a car crash and a bag full of money.  
Rather than report the discovery to the police, the brothers simply leave it as it lays.  

But later that night, the younger brother Joseph returns to the scene of the accident, 
and takes the money, intending to save his family’s farm from financial ruin.    

Property owner and crime lord James Fox dispatches his psychopath daughter Helen to 
find his missing money.  Armed with only a small climbing axe, she murders nearly 
everyone that stands in her way in her pursuit of the money and her family’s quarry.  

As the brothers desperately attempt to keep one step ahead of her, the blood from this 
relentless hunt begins to flow.  

Meanwhile, Detective Inspector Richard Sims oversees the investigation as the action 
spills from the Sussex Downs to Brighton to London, even as he struggles to face the 
sheer enormity and evil of the crimes he sees’... 



JACOB Pink (33) … practical, level headed, think a young Tom Hardy, 
bearded, masculine, a man of the land and nature.

Tansy Pink (30) … the smartest one... artist, nature lover, comes up 
with most of the ideas... is looking to make it out of there.  

Jospeh Pink (28) … has mental health issues, a physical deficiency 
like autism or a mild form of downs… greedy, stupid, innocent.

Helen Fox (30) …  Daughter, psychopath, lesbian, lethal killer.  
carries a small climbing axe with her to use on her prey.

Richard Sims(40) …  Detective, happily married - good, kind, clever.  
Cannot understand the evil that besets him.

James Fox (50’s) … Crime Lord, property owner, murderer.  Has just 
done a big deal when his money goes missing.  



THIS film will be like a modern day western.  Of all genres of cinema, 
Westerns and crime dramas have always been the most concerned with 
justice and morality – or their absence.  This film explores those 
elements, but also themes of destiny, fate, greed and judgement. 

What would you do if you came across a bag full of money?  Phone the 
police?  Keep it?  Hand it in?  Give it away?  How does your financial 
situation dictate your moral choices?  And if it is about wanting a 
better life, is it unethical do that for yourself and your family?   

Inspired by the Coen brothers, Sam Raimi and Shane Meadows, we hope to 
create a thrilling dramatic/crime/thriller that will be taunt, tense, 
suspenseful and above all, moving, revealing an unbearable 
shakesperian tragedy across the wild plains of rural Sussex. 



SUSSEX will be a character unto itself.  The fields, the hills, the 
rivers, the country roads, the farms, the birds, the animals, the mist 
and beauty of the landscape must be vibrant with life and purpose.  

Much like the classic westerns set in America, our green vistas will 
act as a stunning backdrop, expressed as a small portion of heaven on 
earth.  But beneath this celestial veneer must lie a creeping sense of 
darkness, fervent with anxiety, menace and existential dread. 

it’s very important to find a poetry in this apprehension, so that when 
the terror comes, and it must feel inevitable when it does, we respond 
to it with a vital connection to the environment and a sense of place.  

For it is Jacob and Joseph’s destiny to use the land in more ways than 
one in their attempt to fend off and kill the evils that infiltrate it.  



HUNTER and hunted.  This film will seek to explore two opposing sides 
of human nature.  The desperate everyman who takes money, and the 
criminal force who wants it back.  each opposite will seek to evade 
and capture the other, but who will win, and at what price?  

Helen represents the primal, pragmatic, and evil end of the spectrum.  
She will stop at nothing to reclaim her quarry, even if it means 
murder and destruction.  She has accepted it into her soul.  

The pink brothers represent the moral middle ground, murky and grey, 
forever contradicting their beliefs with every new twist and turn.  
Their great tragedy is never knowing what the right thing to do is.

Sims represents the other end of that spectrum, promoting reason, 
intelligence, kindness and reflection on the events that he sees 
unfold.  He recognises evil, but can do little to stop it. 



THIS film will take place in and around 1913, in London, Brighton and 
primarily the Sussex Downs.  Compared to the modern world, it is 
primitive, using telephones, telegrams, and letters.   

Motorcars, electricity and gas are relatively new for all, and the 
nation is still very much a product of the Victorian expansion.  

But there are forces in Europe that are intent on War, and the very 
state of the world is about to change.  This film must foreshadow this 
calamity, as if the onslaught of evil is unavoidable without a fight.   

This will also play into the primitive nature of each others actions, 
reaching for something primal and bestial, close to nature herself 
where the only thing that matters is absolute survival.  



IN order to achieve a cinematic look that is in line with our grand 
designs, we will shoot the film on the Arri Alexa Mini with zeiss 
master prime and angenieux optimo lenses, lending it a rich, 
widescreen, painterly aesthetic worthy of a constable or a turner.

We need to capture the rolling dawn mists, the wet dewy hamlets, the 
inventions of spring on the land, and the stillness of a country 
quietly at work at just being beautiful in its existence.

The style will be slow, watchful, methodical, letting events unfold 
at a leisurely pace, interspersed with shocking and horrific acts of 
violence when they come, finessing an intricate build up of tension 
and release through carefully placed camerawork and editing.  

Influences include Roger Deakins, John Toll and Emmanuelle Luzbeski.



MUSIC will be unashamedly classical, even operatic in its grandeur.  
It needs to express the beauty and darkness of the countryside, while 
at the same time show the moral murkiness of the characters actions.

inspired by the ruptured strings of Bernard Hermann, Elmer Bernstein 
and Jonny Greenwood, the suspense needs to drive the narrative 
forward at every sinister fork in the country, creating a sense of 
palpable unease, expanding tension and hidden malevolence.

it is out great hope that the music is so key to the film, that it 
becomes a character in and of itself.  like out of some great, greek 
myth, it must be thunderous and omnipotent - eternal.
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‘Dead man’s shoes’ - dir. 
Shane Meadows - 2004

‘no country for old men’ - 
dir. coen brothers - 2007

‘a simple plan’ - dir. sam 
raimi - 1998

‘What’s eating Gilbert Grape’ 
- dir. Lasse hallstorm - 1993

IN a ‘Simple Plan’, two 
brothers stumble across a 
crashed plane in the snow, 
revealing one million dollars 
in stolen cash.  Soon, the 
brothers must do terrible 
things to themselves and each 
other in order to cover it up - a 
searing morality tale that is 
all the more stark for being so 
unsentimental and tragic.  

IN ‘What’s eating gilbert 
grape’, a young man must deal 
with the burdens of his family 
and his mentally impaired 
younger brother.  A moving 
portrait of fraternity and 
responsibility in the midst of 
an existential crisis.  

IN ‘Dead Man’s Shoes’ a 
returned war veteran seeks 
revenge on those that killed 
his mentally impaired 
younger brother.  A stunning 
crime thriller, this film 
shocks and provokes, 
revealing itself to be a sly 
commentary on vengeance, 
fraternity and justice. 

IN ‘No Country for old men’, 
a hunter finds one million 
dollars in drug money on the 
rio grande.  An assassin is 
dispatched to retrieve the 
money, and so begins a cat n 
mouse game of crime, evasion 
and morality on the wild 
plains of rio grande, Texas.   


